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The story of West Indian immigrants to the United States is considered a great success. Many of

these adoptive citizens have prospered, including General Colin Powell. But Mary Waters tells a

very different story about immigrants from the West Indies, especially their children. She finds that

when the immigrants first arrive, their knowledge of English, their skills and contacts, their

self-respect, and their optimistic assessment of American race relations facilitate their integration

into the American economic structure. Over time, however, the realities of American race relations

begin to swamp their positive cultural values. Persistent, blatant racial discrimination soon

undermines the openness to whites the immigrants have when they first arrive. Discrimination in

housing channels them into neighborhoods with inadequate city services and high crime rates.

Inferior public schools undermine their hopes for their children's future. Low wages and poor

working conditions are no longer attractive for their children, who use American and not Caribbean

standards to measure success.Ultimately, the values that gained these first-generation immigrants

initial success--a willingness to work hard, a lack of attention to racism, a desire for education, an

incentive to save--are undermined by the realities of life in the United States. In many families, the

hard-won relative success of the parents is followed by the downward slide of their children.

Contrary to long-held beliefs, Waters finds, those who resist Americanization are most likely to

succeed economically, especially in the second generation.
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New York City, the melting pot of the United States, contains the nation's largest West Indian



immigrant population. Since the immigration explosion of 1965, the Afro-Caribbean influx has

impacted the social dynamic of the United States and its native-born African Americans, often with

volatile results. Black Identities, an important sociological work by Mary C. Waters, explores the

question, "How similar or different is it to be a black immigrant or descendent of immigrants in

Brooklyn in the late twentieth century from what it was like to be an Irish, Italian, or Jewish immigrant

in the earlier part of the century?" Waters interviews blacks from Jamaica, Guyana, Trinidad, and

other islands and deconstructs the mutual myths, truths, allegiances, and distrusts between these

communities and whites (as well as African Americans with deeper family roots in the U.S.). Among

the stereotypes Waters addresses, the most dangerous one is the perceived superiority of

Afro-Caribbeans to African Americans. She deflates this and other myths with a combination of

sharp scholarship and dead-on analysis. --Eugene Holley Jr. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

It would be fair to say that most Americans are not aware of the wide variety of ethnicities that exist

among the black Caribbeans migrating to this country. Determined to render visible Caribbean

immigrants and their families, Waters (sociology, Harvard Univ.) undertook an exhaustive research

project. Here she compares Jamaican, Barbadian, Trinidadian, and Guyanese immigrants to their

Irish and Italian counterparts of the turn of the last century, and because the issue of race so

strongly shapes everyday life for people of color in this society, she examines the relationships

between (and differences among) American blacks and black Caribbean immigrants. Drawing from

interviews with several generations of immigrants, Waters reports a wide range of

discoveries--including her finding that the Caribbean immigrants who resist Americanization are the

most likely to succeed. An excellent history and a multifaceted analysis of current immigration

issues, this book is recommended for academic and larger public libraries.-Deborah Bigelow, Leonia

P.L., NJ Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

Great book! Some of the info is starting to become outdated but the information is all very relevant. -

wonderful read for understanding the ethnic landscape in the US.

This was a required text for a class I took. The class was Sociology of Immigration, outstanding

professor. Books like this should be standard reading in High School.



Arrived in great condition!

Interesting read on the experiences of black and immigrant experiences. Waters outlines the

experiences of the blacks both immigrants and US-born with whites in the US.

This book, which I read as part of a sociology course, awoke me to the struggles of people who I

would have never thought about otherwise. I recommend this one.

Great book

I have used this book to provide students with an introduction to the West Indian population. It is a

very easy read.

not the best condition but there's very little writing. Mostly just bent pages and such.
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